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The identity theory of mind holds that states and processes of the mind are identical to states and processes
of the brain. Consider an experience of pain, or of seeing something, or of having a mental image. The identity
theory of mind is to the effect that these experiences just are brain processes, not merely correlated with brain
processes. The kind of identity involved in ’'Sensations are brain processes’ is analogous to that involved in
'Lightning is an electric discharge’ or "Water is H,O’. One objection raised against the identity theory of mind
is that ’sensation’ does not mean the same as ’'brain process’. But we can point out that 'lightning’ does not
mean the same as 'motion of electric charges’ and 'water’ does not mean the same thing as 'H,O’. We find
out whether a thing is a lightning in a different way from the way in which we find out that it is an electric
discharge. We find out whether it is lightning by looking and that it is a motion of electric charges by theory
and experiment. This does not prevent the perceived lightning being nothing other than an electric discharge.
Some put the matter more in terms of the distinction between meaning and reference. 'Sensation’ and ’'brain
process’ may differ in meaning and yet have the same reference. 'Very bright planet seen in the morning’ and
'very bright planet seen in the evening’ have different meanings: the means we use to find out whether
something is a very bright planet seen in the morning differs from the one we use to find out whether
something is a very bright planet seen in the evening. But both refer to the same entity, Venus. The same

goes for 'Sensation’ and 'brain process’.
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