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Read the two passages and answer the question below.

Question(60% HHX)
Most Korean universities adopt an admission policy that a certain quota of freshmen should
be comprised of high school graduates from fishing and agrarian villages. These students
are subjects to a different set of admission requirements from the rest of the applicants in the

entrance examination.

Write an essay in which you summarize each position presented in the two passages and explain

which one of the two passages better reflect the admission policy described in the question.

Passage 1

Assimilationism celebrates personal achievement and self-reliance. This message places individual
identity over and above group identity and questions the validity and morality of categorical thought.
Although each person is unique, all humans are also endowed with the same set of universal human needs,
rights, and responsibilities. Prejudice directed for or against individuals simply based on group membership
is morally wrong, not only because it is irrational but also because its focus on social categories contradicts
the intellectual or moral prescriptions to value the unique qualities of every individual. The primacy of

the individual over the group hinges on the value of equality and thus calls for equal applications of laws
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and rules to all people regardless of their group categories. A fair society is one in which all individuals,
regardless of their backgrounds, are granted equal rights and equal opportunity. This view accepts and

appreciates differential individual merits in the allocation of resources and status.

Passage 2

Pluralism is the idea of the sanctity of the group. This notion is traceable to the experiences of unequal
treatment of certain individual for their characteristics. Pluralist messages uphold group identity as a vital,
if not primary, construct of a personhood, highlighting a fact of life that we are different types of persons
defined by social categories, such as race, ethnicity, language, culture, and national origin. Their messages
are based on the persistent reality in which individual are discriminated because of their group characteristics.
This sense of systematic mistreatment has given way to a new demand for a new politics or resentment and
victimization. Instead of defining equality in terms of fairness of rules, pluralist messages advocate the
contrary belief in status equality, a demand for equal results in the interest of emancipation of specific groups
of historically oppressed or presentably in need of institutional support through remedial laws and public

policies.

Kim, Young-Yun, (2009). Unum and Pluribus: Ideological underpinnings of interethnic communication in
the United States. In Intercultural Communication edited by Samovar, L, Porter, R., & McDaniel, E. (pp. 185-
196). Wadsworth.(p. 186-189)

[E2&2]

Question(40% tH%)
Consider the following definition of dialect by Merriam-Webster dictionary:
a regional variety of language distinguished by features of vocabulary, grammar, and
pronunciation from other regional varieties and constituting together with them a single

language

Explain how this linguistic definition fares with a non-linguistic perspective offered by the Yiddish

linguist Max Weinreich, “A language is a dialect with an army and a navy.”
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The above two views offer opposite stance towards equality and distribution of resources in the
society. Assimilationism emphasizes equality based on each individual’s ability and achievement
whereas pluralism pays attention to group differences in one society. The focus on group differences
seems to be based on the understanding that not all people in a society are given equal opportunities
and resources and therefore, there should be institutional supports to bridge the gap. In contrast,
assimilationists recognize the importance of fair treatment of each individual regardless of their group
affiliation.

The policy that gives some preferential treatments to those applicants from fishing and agrarian
villages certainly reflects the pluralism in Passage 2. To my understanding, pluralism is designed to
provide opportunities to those who are economically disadvantaged. This view considers that in society,
people’s economic and/or social status is not equal, and that such inequality is not because of their own
doing, but because of the conditions which they do not have any control over. The disadvantageous
status is often historically and culturally based and therefore, this type of policy tries to correct the
situation by providing these groups with financial and political resources. I think the above policy
reflects that philosophy.

The admission policy mentioned in the question seems to go against the position by assimilationists
described in Passage 1. Assimilationism focuses on guaranteeing equal opportunity and merit-based
system. This view therefore would not support the differential treatment given to high school graduates
because of their backgrounds because this implies unequal application of rules. In order to realize the
view of assimilationism, Korean universities should apply the same policy to all applicants.

The admission policy therefore subscribes the view of pluralism because it acknowledges the
unequal status this particular group of students is positioned in. I think the reason why this policy is
adopted is that these universities (or the government that enforces this policy) recognize that in Korea,
educational opportunities and resources are not equally available to all high school students. People
from affluent families or from the metropolitan Seoul area often have better access to resources and
information, which place them at a more advantageous position in comparison to other groups who
are from less privileged areas. People from fishing and agrarian villages may not have educational

and financial supports that could match those candidates from Seoul areas for example. This policy, I
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think, is designed to correct any inequalities prevalent in the Korean society in order to prevent college
education from polarizing our society between the rich and poor because education could become the
monopoly of the upper classes.

While I agree with the above admission policy for its ability to close the gap between different social
classes, I also want to note that extreme forms of pluralism should be carefully guarded. This is because
the overt emphasis on the group difference might compromise the principles of free competition and

fairness that have made phenomenal economic success possible in Korea.
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[GIIAIE2H]

of Mandarin, a northern Chinese dialect, you will not be to understand someone who speaks Cantonese,
a southern Chinese dialect, even though both Mandarin and Cantonese are considered dialects of the
same Chinese language. In fact, it is said that Cantonese is just as different from Mandarin as Korean is
different from Japanese. The only reason Cantonese and Mandarin are considered dialects of the same
language is that they both are used by people living in the same country called China. In other words,
Korean and Japanese are not considered dialects of Chinese because they are spoken by those living in
different sovereign nations with “an army and a navy.”

While Weinreich’s quote seems to be a good alternative the linguistic definition offered by Merriam-
Webster, it is not without problems. For example, there are some countries that share “dialects” of the
same language. For example, we might consider British and/or American English to belong this dialect
category and yet, we do not consider them to be the same country. It seems to me then that relying on

any one category, be it linguistic or political, might not reflect the realities of language use in the world.

(s 4]

The definition offered by Merriam-Webster probably represents what most people think of when
they need to distinguish a dialect from a language. Most people think that for two different “languages”
to be considered dialects of the same language, the speakers of those two “languages” have to be able
to understand each other. For instance, a speaker of the Busan dialect can mostly understand a speaker
of the Kwangju dialect, and vice versa. Therefore, both the Busan dialect and the Kwangju dialect are
considered two dialects of the same Korean language. Likewise, someone from Boston has no problem
communicating with another person from San Francisco, although the minute they start talking to each
other they’ll soon notice that there are differences in the languages, i.e. dialects, that they are using to
communicate with each other.

However, there are cases when one must resort to an alternative definition. In speaking of Weinreich
emphasizes that the difference between language and dialect cannot always be attributed to linguistic

factors and that sometimes it can only be attributed to political factors. For example, if you are a speaker
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